
Assembly Floor Alert – SB 1262 (Bradford)
VOTE NO ON SB 1262

We oppose Senate Bill 1262 (Bradford), which would allow the public to search electronic databases
of criminal history information by personal information collected for law enforcement purposes.

SB 1262 will violate a person’s constitutional right to privacy.
A recent court case, All Of Us Or None – Riverside vs Hamrick, protects the privacy of people with criminal
records by making it harder and more costly for unauthorized individuals to access those records by personal
information such as driver’s license number and date of birth and to misuse those records. Background check

companies argue that one’s criminal history information, compiled for law enforcement purposes, should be freely
available for all purposes. SB 1262 flouts individual privacy and creates unnecessary barriers to stable housing

and employment, which hurts all Californians.

There is no evidence that background checks increase safety.
● The instant access to a person’s criminal history information is often used by unauthorized employers or

landlords to exclude people with old arrests or expunged convictions or convictions that have no relation to
the purpose of the background check.

● Most employers deal with a delay in background checks by making probationary hires pending the result.
No one is being denied employment or housing because of a delay.

● When the vast majority of jobs require a criminal background check, unemployment and suppression of
wages follow as a natural consequence. A recent study finds that 64% of all unemployed men by the age of
35 have an arrest record, while 46% have a conviction record.1 For those who are employed, a conviction
record reduces the average annual income of black men by 32 percent (and white men by 25 percent).2

● The Hamrick ruling does not affect employers who already have access to an official report from the
California Department of Justice.

● Only those with a legitimate reason and willingness to pay the true cost of looking into the person’s past
should be allowed to do so.

Organizations Across California oppose SB 1262:

2 Id., at Table 2.

1 Shawn Bushway et al., “Barred from employment: More than half of unemployed men in their 30s had a criminal history of
arrest” (Feb. 18, 2022), available at https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abj6992 (last accessed on February 23, 2022).
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