YOUTH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Use Your Voice

April 21st, 2025

The Honorable Assemblymember Bonta
Chair of Assembly Health Committee
1020 N Street, Suite 390

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 554 (M. Gonzalez): The PrEPARE Act of 2025 - SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Bonta,

On behalf of Youth Leadership Institute, | am writing in strong SUPPORT
of AB 554 (M. Gonzalez) “The PrEPARE Act of 2025,” which will safeguard
patient and provider choice - ensuring flexibility in selecting the most
suitable PrEP medication for patient adherence while also allowing local
small clinics to receive timely reimbursement for these medications.

yli partners with thousands of youth across the state, the majority of whom
are low-income youth of color. Many of these young people already struggle
to get the health care they need to thrive. We are staunch advocates of
health care policy that ensure access to health care.

Under the current federal administration, attacks on patient protections for
PrEP and other critical healthcare services are at enormous risk. With
projected federal funding cuts due to recent executive orders and the
existing reimbursement hardships placed on small local clinics by insurers,
the state needs to step in to protect and expand access.

Further, the risk of exposure or contracting HIV/AIDS is disproportionately
higher for ethnically or racially marginalized Californians due to limited
healthcare access, among other complex, intersecting factors. For example,
2022 CDC data found Black/African Americans represent 14% and Latinx
represent 17% of PrEP users compared to white people, who represent 64%
of PrEP users. Further, the Latinx community comprised 57% of the total HIV
diagnoses in California for 2022.

AB 554 seeks to address these problems by:


https://aidsvu.org/news-updates/news-updates-aidsvu-releases-new-data-highlighting-ongoing-inequities-in-prep-use-among-black-and-hispanic-people-and-across-regions-of-the-county/
https://aidsvu.org/news-updates/news-updates-aidsvu-releases-new-data-highlighting-ongoing-inequities-in-prep-use-among-black-and-hispanic-people-and-across-regions-of-the-county/

o Prohibits prior authorization or step therapy for antiretroviral
medications. In the case where there are therapeutically equivalent
medications, the insurer may have prior authorization or step therapy
on one of the medications.

o ldentifies that a long-acting injectable drug is not therapeutically
equivalent to a long-acting injectable drug with a different duration.

o Eliminating cost sharing and utilization review requirements for all
antiretroviral medications - given they are FDA approved or CDC
recommended - in non-grandfathered and grandfathered health
plans and health insurance policies;

o Requiring health plans and health insurers to offer coverage for not
self-administered PrEP (injectable PrEP), in addition to the usual
prescription drug benefits for self-administered PrEP medications
(oral PrEP), under outpatient prescription drug benefits

This resolution expands PrEP access, ensuring patients can choose the best
option for adherence. It also reduces the burden on small local clinics by
allowing for timely reimbursements, enabling clinics to expand HIV
prevention services and outreach efforts. For these reasons, we strongly
SUPPORT AB 554 and respectfully request an AYE vote.

Sincerely,

PATRICIA BARAHONA
CHier Executive OFFICER

Youth Leadership Institute



