
 
June 16th, 2025 
 
The Honorable Jesse Arreguín 
Chair, Senate Human Services Committee 
1020 N Street, Room 521 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 678 (Lee) – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chair Arreguín, 
 
Youth Leadership Institute is pleased to support AB 678 by 
Assemblymember Alex Lee, which will require the California Interagency 
Council on Homelessness (Cal-ICH) to develop and recommend best 
practices and policies for ensuring LGBTQ+ individuals receive culturally 
competent, safe, and affirming services when accessing state-funded housing 
and homelessness programs. 
 
yli partners with thousands of youth across the state, the majority of whom 
are low-income youth of color and we know that safe and stable housing is 
fundamental to wellbeing and healthy development. 
 
LGBTQ+ people experience homelessness and housing insecurity at 
disproportionately high rates compared to the general population. LGBTQ+ 
youth are 120% more likely to experience homelessness than their 
non-LGBTQ+ peers, and nearly one in three transgender adults have 
experienced homelessness at some point in their lives. As LGBTQ+ 
individuals age, they are more likely than their non-LGBTQ+ peers to 
confront housing discrimination, social isolation, and financial instability.  
 
Once unhoused, LGBTQ+ residents often face additional challenges when 
trying to access shelter and supportive services. Many report experiencing 
harassment, violence, and discrimination in shelters and housing programs. 
Transgender people, in particular, face a high risk of harassment and 
violence, forcing many to avoid shelters altogether. 
 

 



AB 678 takes critical steps toward addressing these barriers by requiring 
Cal-ICH to collaborate with LGBTQ+ advocates and service providers to 
identify best practices and develop inclusive, culturally competent policies for 
state-funded homelessness programs. These recommendations will help 
ensure that services meet the unique needs of LGBTQ+ Californians with 
dignity and respect. 
 
By making California’s housing and homelessness services more inclusive 
and affirming, AB 678 will improve housing outcomes for LGBTQ+ individuals, 
increase access to stable housing, and reduce the risk of returning to 
homelessness. AB 678 strengthens California’s broader commitment to 
addressing homelessness while ensuring that all residents—regardless of 
sexual orientation or gender identity—can access safe, supportive housing. 
For these reasons, Youth Leadership Institute supports AB 678. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

 
PATRICIA BARAHONA 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Youth Leadership Institute 

 

cc: ​ The Honorable Alex Lee, Author 
The Honorable Members, Senate Human Services Committee 

 


