YOUTH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Use Your Voice

May 15th, 2025

Assemblymember Buffy Wicks

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 8220

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 802 (Juvenile Hunger and Nutrition Surveys) - SUPPORT

Dear Chair Wicks,

Youth Leadership Institute supports AB 802 by Assemblymember
Dr. LaShae Sharp-Collins. This bill requires local juvenile justice
commissions to survey youth in juvenile detention facilities every two
years to find out if their right to adequate nutrition is being honored.
Youth in county juvenile facilities should not be going hungry - it's not
humane, and it'’s not safe.

yli partners with thousands of youth across the state, the majority of
whom are low-income youth of color. We witness first hand the
impacts of our state’s harmful “justice” system on their lives, and are
staunch advocates of measures that will reduce the criminalization
and incarceration of our loved ones - and ensure their fair treatment
while incarcerated.

This is a cost-effective and straightforward bill. It provides for the local
juvenile justice commission, already empowered by state law to
inspect local juvenile halls and camps, to ask young people if they are
adequately fed and if the food is acceptable. This information will allow
local governments, advocates, and families to identify hidden
problems and push for local solutions.



Youth Leadership Institute is pleased to support AB 802
(Sharp-Collins). By ensuring we hear directly from impacted young
people, this bill will stimulate real solutions. It is a smart, inexpensive
way to address a basic human right and promote public safety.

Sincerely,

PATRICIA BARAHONA
CHier ExecuTive OFFICER

Youth Leadership Institute



